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29 Fort Lake Johanna
Fort Lake Johanna Roadside Park 
provides a perfect departure point for a 
hike through the Nature Conservancy’s 
Ordway Prairie. Fort Lake Johanna was 
built in 1863 in response to the Sioux 
Uprising the previous summer. When 
pioneer farmer, Urjans Iverson, returned to his claim in 1865 
he used logs from the abandoned fort to build his home near 
the West Lake Johanna Church.
31039 State Highway 104 (near Terrace, MN)

30 Pope County Museum
Organized in 1931 to collect and preserve Pope County 
history, the museum includes a genealogy library, 11,000 
square feet of exhibit galleries, five historic buildings and 
displays of agricultural and industrial equipment. A unique 
collection of Native American arts and crafts is a highlight 
of the museum tour. Pope County has 11 sites listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.
809 S Lakeshore Drive, Glenwood, MN 56334
320-634-3293     pcmuseum@wisper-wireless.com

31 Terrace Mill & 
Stone Arch Bridge

Terrace Mill and the Stone Arch 
Bridge are the picture of pastoral 
tranquility in downtown Terrace. The 
mill once produced flour and feed for 
area residents, then furnishings for 
churches throughout North America. Now a cultural center, 
the Terrace Mill Foundation hosts a number of arts events 
each year, most notably the Fall Fiddlers’ Contest.
27165 Old Mill Pond Road, Terrace, MN 56334
320-278-3728     www.terracemill.org

32 Indherred 
Lutheran Church

Country church spires punctuate 
the prairie skyline. Indherred 
Church has been a Pope County 
landmark since 1872. The active 
congregation have been great stewards of this grand 
structure.
19119 Highway 114, Starbuck, MN 56244     320-239-2635

33 Mount Lookout
This scenic overlook and wayside rest on Highway 55 in 
Glenwood offers spectacular views of the city and Lake 
Minnewaska. The dressed granite retaining walls were built 
in 1938 by the National Youth Administration. A geological 
marker describes the glacial action that sculpted the terrain 
on the Glacial Ridge Trail Scenic Byway.

34 Barsness Park & Lake 
Minnewaska Recreational Area

Barsness Park consists of approximately 190 acres with 
nearly 4 miles of trails through hills and wooded areas. 
The park has an abundance of streams, wild flowers, birds 
and animals. The Barsness Park recreational area features 
overnight and seasonal camping facilities with full hook-
ups and tent sites. Other amenities include: a bathhouse, 
restrooms, a dump station, playgrounds, picnic areas and 
building rentals. The recreational area also features: cross-
country ski/snowshoe trails, soccer/baseball/softball fields, 
a Frisbee golf course, horseshoe pits, sand volleyball courts 
and a skateboard park.
1022 State Highway 104, Glenwood, MN 56334
320-634-5433

35 Starbuck Marina & Hobo Park
Many people call this “home” all summer long, as residents 
of Hobo Park on the shores of beautiful Lake Minnewaska in 
Starbuck. The park has 102 RV sites, tenting sites, restrooms, 
dump station, picnic shelter, playground and outside shower 
for swimmers. The marina has 174 boat slips, 4 sailboat slips 
and two wide public boat launches with plenty of parking. 
It is located within easy walking distance of Lakeshore Park 
and Starbuck Beach.     320-239-2336

36 BeachSide RV 
Park

This brand new RV Park across 
from Starbuck Beach is in the 
development phase and will be 
open for business in late summer 2017. It will have over 100 
RV campsites and plenty of room to park your vehicles and 
boats. With easy access to the beach, boat launches, bar/
restaurants and city park, this promises to be a popular 
three season destination.
Located in Starbuck     320-424-2754
Follow us on Facebook

37 Holly Skogen
This two acre wooded park has several springs, 
stone-lined paths, bridges and many unusual 
rocks, one of which is a Viking mooring rock. 
See three stone artworks done by renowned 
artist Phillip Rickey, including the Thinking 
Rock. Trolls and gnomes welcome visitors to a little bit of 
Valhalla on earth.
Located on E 6th Street and Holly Ridge Drive in Starbuck

38 Indian Mounds Park
Legend has it that Princess Minnewaska is buried here
beside Chief White Bear, who captured Minnewaska 
and later won her love and her hand as his wife.
Located in Long Beach, MN (near Glenwood)

Pope County
The Glacial Ridge Trails offer many locations to enjoy 
the birds of the western prairie. State parks, Wildlife 
Management Areas and Public Lands along the Glacial 
Ridge Trail offer birders wide open prairie vistas and some 
of the best birding in the state. Some birds live on the prairie 
all year long and others travel through during their annual 
migrations, so you can expect to see an ever-changing 
variety of birds in this area.
The beautiful landscape you see in western Minnesota 
was created by glaciers. The last of them melted over ten 
thousand years ago. It covered this area and much of 
Minnesota with a thick slab of ice. It moved slowly across 
Minnesota like a giant bulldozer scraping vast quantities 
of rock and soil before it. As it melted, the ground-up rock 
and soil, called glacial till, were deposited as the soil of 
the farmland and the interesting hills of this area. The 
numerous lakes here were also created by the glacier. Many 
of them were formed by blocks of ice left behind as the ice 
sheet retreated. Glacial till was deposited around them and 
when the ice blocks melted they left depressions that filled 
with water and are the lakes you see today.
Once the ice was gone, plants grew and died in the glacial 
till for thousands of years, eventually creating a thick, 
nutrient rich soil that supports an incredible diversity of 
wild plants. The prairie environment can be harsh - the 
plants have to survive wind, cold, heat and drought. They 
have adapted by having deep roots, which may go down 
over ten feet and some grow fine hairs to protect them 
against the winter cold. These plants provide habitat and 
food for wild animals that thrive in open spaces and also a 
specific variety of birds who prefer the open prairie to live 
and raise their young.
An excellent resource with information about the birds 
found in this area is the Minnesota River Valley Birding 
Trails Guide from Audubon Minnesota (it is accessible and 
automatically formatted on any mobile device).  
http://gis.audubon.org/Minnesota/MRVT/
The Glacial Ridge Trail passes through an interesting variety 
of habitats and has many great birding locations. Some 
of the best places for bird watching are listed in the next 
column. Take time to explore the four-county area which 
has long been known for its hospitality and scenic birding 
sites.
The sites listed to the right are excellent for birding.  
Look for this symbol on the fold-out map on page 6.

A. Carlos State Park is a good place for viewing waterbirds 
and marshbirds on the lake and wetlands, as well as 
woodland and grassland species along the park’s many 
miles of trails.

B. Rachel Waterfowl Production Area

C. Forada Wildlife Management Area

D. Lake Reno

E. Kensington Runestone County Park has hiking trails 
that pass through a variety of habitats where many resident 
and migrant birds can be found.

F.  Lake Minnewaska is the thirteenth largest lake in 
Minnesota. Waterfowl, including diving ducks, grebes, 
geese, loons, pelicans, seagulls, herons and bald eagles can 
be seen here.

G. Barsness Park has a hiking trail where birds can be 
found in woods, thickets and parkland habitats.

H. Glacial Lakes State Park has ponds, marshes and 
several lakes scattered among its woods and grassland hills. 
110 species were recorded in this park during a recent fall 
bird inventory.

I. Nelson Lake Waterfowl Production Area has rolling 
hills, lakes, marshes and woodlands providing habitat for 
migrating and resident birds.

J. Lake Johanna Waterfowl Production Area has a large 
heron rookery.

K. Ordway Prairie has a wonderful panoramic view of 
prairie hills from a scenic lookout and is a great place to 
watch migrating raptors.

L. Brenner Lake Waterfowl Production Area has woods, 
grasslands, wetlands and native prairie that provide habitat 
for nesting waterfowl and a variety of other birds.

M. Camp Kerk Wildlife Management Area is a great 
birding site, with grasslands, wetlands, woods and thickets.

N. Monson Lake State Park has hiking trails that access its 
lake, wetlands, hardwood forest and prairie. 116 species of 
birds have been recorded here.

O. Sibley State Park is an excellent place for birders. 206 
species of bird have been recorded in this 2,500 acre park. 
Sibley’s Mount Tom is a prime spot for watching migrating 
hawks.

P. Prairie Woods Environmental Learning Center has 
woods, wetlands and grasslands with hiking trails and 
excellent birding opportunities.

Scenic Byway Birding Sites



20 Green Lake Bible 
Camp Chapel

Perched	on	a	hill	overlooking	Green	
Lake	is	the	Norwegian-style	stave	
church.	Originally	constructed	in	1940	
and	remodeled	in	the	1990s,	the	church	
replicates	historic	stave	churches	of	
Norway.	The	structure	is	a	popular	
wedding	chapel	and	sightseeing	stop.
9916 Lake Avenue S, Spicer, MN 56288
320-796-2181     www.gllm.org

21 Kandiyohi 
County 
Historical 
Society

The	Kandiyohi	County	
Historical	Society	is	a	
complex	of	six	buildings	
across	from	Foot	Lake	in	
Willmar,	MN.	This	includes	the	Sperry	House,	a	Victorian	
farmhouse	built	in	1893,	the	impressive	Great	Northern	
steam	Engine	#2523	and	the	research	library	that	is	housed	
in	a	Great	Northern	Depot.
www.kandiyohicountyhistory.com

22 Old Log 
Church

A	log	church	was	built	
on	this	site	in	1868	by	
Norwegian	settlers.	A	
marker	commemorating	
the	cemetery	was	
erected	in	1975.	A	replica	of	the	church	was	built	by	
volunteer	labor	in	1998	with	local	logs	and	materials.	An	
original	log	granary	was	moved	to	the	site	in	2001	and	
serves	as	an	interpretive	center.
Norway Lake Lutheran Historical Association (NLLHA)
9601 195th Avenue NW, Pennock, MN 56279
www.nllha.org/index.html

23 Guri Endreson 
Cabin

The	Guri	Endreson	Cabin	was	
built	by	Lars	and	Guri	Endreson	
in	1858.	The	cabin	and	the	
Endreson	family	were	a	part	of	
the	U.S.	Dakota	War	of	1862.	The	
cabin	is	listed	on	the	National	Register	of	Historic	Places.	For	
viewing,	contact	the	Kandiyohi	County	Historical	Society.
www.kandiyohicountyhistory.com
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24 Robbins Island
Robbins	Island	is	surrounded	by	Willmar	Lake	and	Foot	
Lake.	At	55	acres,	it	is	Willmar’s	largest	park.	The	island	has	
oak	forested	hills,	winding	trails,	a	sandy	swimming	beach	
with	lifeguards,	a	Disc	Golf	course	and	shelters	set	in	scenic	
areas.	Public	boat	access	is	available	for	both	Willmar	and	
Foot	Lakes,	and	peninsulas	provide	ample	shoreline	for	
fishing.	Many	events	are	held	on	the	island	each	year.
Located between Foot and Willmar Lakes
North Highway 71, Willmar, MN 56201
www.willmarlakesarea.com

25 Veteran’s Memorial Park
Veteran’s	Memorial	Park	sits	on	the	site	of	the	long-gone	
flour	mill	and	overlooks	the	Crow	River	dam	and	mill	site.	
The	five	granite	monuments	feature	the	early	history	of	New	
London,	the	origins	of	the	Crow	River	dam	and	mill,	the	fish	
hatchery	and	the	Robert	Ihlang	American	Legion	Post	537,	
which	funded	the	park.	The	largest	monument	has	emblems	
of	the	different	branches	of	the	U.S.	Military,	in	honor	of	
their	service	to	our	country.	This	park	was	completed	and	
dedicated	in	2013.
60 Main Street South, New London, MN 56273

26 Green Lake
The	crystal	clear	water	of	Green	
Lake	provides	a	dazzling	backdrop	
for	the	community	of	Spicer.	The	
lake	is	over	5,400	acres.	Spicer	is	a	
popular	vacation	spot	offering	a	
bounty	of	recreational	activities.	
Many	festivals	and	events	happen	here	throughout	the	year.	
Green	Lake	County	Park	is	a	beautiful	campground	located	
on	the	northeast	side	of	Green	Lake.
www.spicermn.com

27 Prairie Woods Environmental 
Learning Center

PWELC	provides	a	beautiful	500	acre	outdoor	classroom	
of	rolling	hills,	prairie	and	wetlands.	Activities	include	
environmental	education,	outdoor	recreation,	self-guided	
interpretive	walks	and	hiking/cross-country	ski	trails.	The	
Westby	Observatory	and	a	renovated	barn	are	popular	for	
meetings,	receptions,	reunions	and	retreats.
12718 10th Street NE, Spicer, MN 56288     320-354-5894 
www.prairiewoodselc.org

28 Threshing Rig 
Alley

This	picturesque	scene	on	
the	trail	has	large	hills	and	
boulders	that	serve	as	pedestals	
for	these	relic	threshing	machines	from	an	earlier	era.

Kandiyohi County
13 Kensington 

Runestone 
County Park

This	400	acre	park	is	the	
homestead	of	Swedish	
farmer	Olaf	Ohman,	finder	
of	the	Kensington	Rune	Stone.	In	the	fall	of	1898	he	and	his	
son	noticed	strange	carvings	on	a	large	flat	stone	embedded	
in	the	roots	of	a	tree	they	were	grubbing.	This	stone	became	
known	as	the	Kensington	Rune	Stone.	The	discovery	site,	
translation	of	the	stone	and	the	historic	farmyard	of	the	
Ohman	family	are	located	inside	the	park.	There	are	12	
miles	of	scenic	trails	winding	through	the	lakes,	woods	and	
native	prairie	that	make	it	a	great	place	to	take	in	the	local	
wildlife,	hike,	run,	cross	country	ski,	snowshoe	or	mountain	
bike.	The	park	has	space	to	reserve	for	family	gatherings	and	
areas	with	fire	rings	and	tables	for	picnics.
8755 County Road 103 SW, Kensington, MN 56343
320-762-2966
http://www.co.douglas.mn.us/dc/parks.aspx

14 Runestone Museum
Take	a	journey	through	the	long	history	
of	Douglas	County	from	the	early	Native	
Americans,	to	the	Norse	explorers	and	
early	pioneer	settlers.	Very	interesting	
exhibits	are	on	display	including	the	
actual	Runestone	artifact,	a	40	foot	
replica	of	a	Viking	Snorri	ship,	wildlife	
exhibits,	period	displays	and	much	
more!	Also	at	the	museum,	discover	
what	life	was	like	in	the	1800s	at	Fort	
Alexandria,	a	replica	of	the	fort	early	settlers	built	in	1862	
which	features	a	log	church,	general	store,	log	cabin,	
schoolhouse	and	a	large	agricultural	building	with	many	
exhibits.
206 Broadway Street, Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-3160     www.runestonemuseum.org

15 Legacy of  
the Lakes 
Museum

Lake	fun	in	Minnesota	has	
a	long	history	reaching	
back	nearly	a	century	and	a	
half,	including	handcrafted	
wood	boats,	grand	hotels	and	fishing	clubs.	The	Maritime	
Museum	features	dozens	of	exhibits,	including	history	of	
resorts	and	grand	hotels,	Minnesota	boat	builders,	history	
of	Chris-Craft	and	Larson	Boat	Works,	antique	boats	and	
launches,	classic	fiberglass	boats,	fishing	gallery,	kids’	corner	
and	more!	There	are	also	beautiful	gardens	at	the	museum	

that	host	numerous	events	and	live	music	in	the	summer.
205 3rd Avenue W, Alexandria, MN 56308
320-759-1114
www.minnesotalakesmaritimemuseum.org

16 Big Ole
Get	your	picture	taken	with	a	28	
foot	tall	Viking!	Big	Ole	is	a	4	ton	
Viking	statue	that	was	built	in	
1965	for	the	New	York	World’s	Fair.	
He	commemorates	the	discovery	
of	the	Runestone	as	his	shield	
reads,	“Alexandria,	Birthplace	of	
America.”
Big Ole is located in Alexandria just outside of the 
Runestone Museum at the trailhead of the Central Lakes 
Trail.

17 Andes Tower Hills
Who	would	expect	a	ski	hill	in	the	middle	of	farm	country?	
More	than	a	million	skiers	have	enjoyed	the	slopes	at	Tower	
Hill	in	its	over	30	year	history.	Enjoy	the	year	round	trails	
in	addition	to	the	ski	hill.	Downhill	or	cross-country	skiing,	
snowboarding	and	tubing	make	up	the	winter	fun	at	Andes.	
In	the	summer	enjoy	the	beautiful	trails	on	mountain	bike,	
horseback,	or	simply	hiking	and	running.
4505 Andes Road SW, Kensington, MN 56343
320-965-2455     www.andestowerhills.com

18 Douglas County 
Historical 
Society

Located	in	the	historic	residence	
of	Knute	Nelson,	a	former	Senator	
and	MN	Governor,	the	house	
still	has	many	of	the	original	
furnishings.	The	research	library	houses	extensive	historical	
and	genealogical	resources	and	over	125	years	worth	of	area	
newspapers.	Visitors	are	welcome	to	take	a	guided	tour	of	
the	premises.
1219 Nakomis Street, Alexandria, MN 56308
320-762-0382     www.dchsmn.org

19 Lake Brophy County Park
Lake	Brophy	Park	is	unique	because	it	is	accessible	through	
the	Central	Lakes	State	Trail	(bicycle	in	summer	and	
snowmobile	in	winter)	and	also	through	waterways	linking	
Lake	Brophy	to	the	Alexandria	chain	of	lakes.	The	park	has	
areas	for	hiking,	walking,	biking,	sledding,	snowmobiling,	
cross	country	skiing,	fishing,	kayaking,	canoeing,	stand-up	
paddle	boarding	and	boating.
2001 Brophy Landing Road, Alexandria, MN 56308
320-762-2966     www.co.douglas.mn.us/dc/parks.aspx

Douglas County A Sampling of Glacial Ridge Birds
American Bittern
The	American	Bittern	is	a	chunky	
bird	that	lives	in	wetlands,	bogs	
and	marshes,	where	it	feeds	on	
amphibians,	insects,	snakes	and	fish.	
The	Bittern	is	well	camouflaged	and	if	it	senses	that	it	has	
been	seen,	it	will	point	its	bill	to	the	sky	and	try	to	blend	
in	with	its	environment,	sometimes	even	moving	back	and	
forth	with	the	wind.

American Kestrel
American	Kestrels	need	wooded	habitat	
to	build	their	nests.	Nesting	boxes	
are	provided	in	some	areas	and	old	
woodpecker	holes	are	another	favorite	
place	to	nest.	They	eat	insects,	mice,	snakes,	
lizards,	crickets,	beetles	and	dragonflies.	
Look	for	them	along	country	roads	and	
railroad	tracks.

American White 
Pelican
American	White	Pelicans	work	together	
while	fishing;	they	form	a	semicircle	
and	herd	fish	into	the	shallow	waters.	
They	will	eat	salamanders	and	crayfish,	
as	well	as	fish.	They	scoop	the	fish	up,	drain	the	water	out	of	
their	bills	and	swallow	the	fish	whole.

Barred Owl
Barred	Owls	inhabit	dense	forests,	often	
nesting	in	large	tree	crotches.	They	usually	
hunt	around	dusk	or	dawn	and	will	eat	mice,	
rabbits,	chipmunks,	squirrels,	grouse,	nuts	
and	an	occasional	fish.	They	are	one	of	the	
few	owls	that	may	be	seen	during	daylight	
hours.

Belted Kingfisher
The	Belted	Kingfisher	is	an	excellent	
angler,	sitting	and	watching	the	water	
for	anything	that	moves.	Frogs,	fish	
and	crayfish	are	its	favorite	foods.	
Once	it	spots	its	prey,	the	Kingfisher	
moves	like	an	arrow,	stabbing	its	meal	and	carrying	it	back	
to	its	perch.

Clay-colored Sparrow
The	Clay-colored	Sparrow	prefers	brushy	
grasslands	and	prairie.	It	is	a	medium-
sized	sparrow	with	black-streaked,	
brown	upper	parts	and	buff	under	parts.	
The	face	is	pale	with	a	finely	streaked	

crown,	crisp	brown	cheek	patches,	white	eyestripes	and	
gray	nape.	Its	short	flight	alternates	several	rapid	beats	with	
wings	pulled	to	its	sides.

Meadowlark
The	Meadowlark	prefers	grasslands,	
prairies	and	abandoned	fields.	It	eats	
primarily	insects,	but	will	eat	seeds	and	
berries.	It	has	a	very	melodious	call.	The	
Meadowlark	likes	to	build	it	nest	on	the	ground,	including	a	
little	roof	of	weeds	and	grasses	to	protect	its	eggs.

Northern Harrier
Northern	Harriers	have	keen	eyesight	and	
excellent	hearing.	They	can	hear	a	nest	full	of	
mice	before	they	can	see	the	nest.	The	male	will	
swoop	down,	grab	the	nest,	shake	it	and	call	his	
mate.	She	will	swoop	under	the	male,	turn	over	
and	catch	the	mice	in	midair,	returning	to	their	
young	with	a	tasty	meal.	The	Harriers’	nest	is	
typically	on	the	ground	in	a	pile	of	sticks	and	
twigs.

Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-headed	Woodpeckers	catch	insects	on	
the	fly	and	also	find	insects	in	the	bark	of	
trees.	They	will	eat	seeds,	nuts,	berries	and	
occasionally	the	eggs	of	other	birds.	They	like	
to	nest	in	cavities	in	dead	trees	at	least	eight	
feet	off	the	ground.

Savanna Sparrow
The	Savanna	Sparrow	likes	open	grassy	areas	
such	as	marshes	and	meadow.	Its	range	is	from	
temperate	coastlines	to	tundra.	It	eats	insects	
and	spiders	in	summer	and	seeds	during	
winter.	The	Savanna	Sparrow	has	a	buzzy	song	
that	starts	with	2	chips	and	ends	with	2	trills.

Scarlet Tanager
Scarlet	Tanagers	need	large	deciduous	
forests	to	feed	their	families.	They	like	
caterpillars,	ants,	beetles,	moths	and	berries.	
You	will	often	find	them	along	rivers	in	
wildlife	refuges.	They	typically	feed	in	the	
early	morning	and	late	afternoon.

Wood Thrush
The	male	Wood	Thrush	has	one	of	the	most	
beautiful	songs	of	all	the	birds	in	North	America.	
This	thrush	feeds	on	soil	invertebrates	and	
larvae,	but	will	also	eat	fruit.	It	will	defend	its	
territory	from	other	males.




